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On December 6th, we had the opportuni-
ty to host approximately 50 people for our
annual Christmas dinner at Coratti's in
Milford. I think this specific party is a relief
to the wives knowing that they almost
have us men back full time from our mis-
tress…hunting season. Surely they could
sit through our re-enactments of our
hunts one more time so that our buddies
could be envious. We also had the oppor-
tunity to host the musical group from
Milford High as they sang the seasonal
songs that we all have come to love. The
staff of Corratti's hit another home run
with fantastic food and the staff did a
great job. Thanks to all who attended and
we look forward to seeing you at future
events.

Chapter Christmas Party
By David Haney
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Hello everyone!!! I hope that the New Year
is treating you well, and I trust that every-
one had a festive holiday season. Yes, it’s
that time of the year again. Your board is
busy setting up the particulars of the
upcoming 19th Annual Fundraiser Banquet.
It will again be held at Laurel Manor in
Livonia on the 19th and 20th of February. It’s
a great evening of fellowship with friends
and the opportunity to be the lucky winner
of one of our many raffles or great auction
items. We will be raffling off some great
guns, a flat panel television set, a new
Excalibur crossbow, and gift certificates to
name a few…and our auctions will feature
sports memorabilia, vacations, and great

hunts from right here in Michigan to Africa
to New Zeeland. It is definitely a night you
shouldn’t miss. Check out the flyer that we
have in this newsletter and make your
arrangements now. Remember, Space is
limited so don’t delay. Well, I hope everyone
had a successful hunting season, and don’t
forget to share your stories and picture with
us. We’d love to see your reports for the
newsletters. Enjoy the end of this quite
mild winter so far, and I’ll look forward to
seeing you at our Annual Fundraiser
Banquet.

Sincerely,
Chris Mayer, President

A Message from Our President

SCI, Novi would like to solicit your opinions on any recent hunts you have taken.
Have you recently had a great experience with a particular outfitter, or had some-
one whom you would really recommend to other members? Let us know about it.
On our website is a blank “Hunt Report” form - just copy and fill it out. Send it in to
SCI, Novi at the address on the form. We are building up a file that our members
can use as a reference when considering booking a hunt of their own, and we may
also publish selected reports in upcoming editions of our newsletter. So here’s your
chance to let everyone know about that hunt you just took!

WANTED: Hunt Reports
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February 8, 2010
Board of Directors Meeting,

Multi-Lakes Conservation Club

February 19, 2010
Annual Donor

Appreciation Night,
Laurel Manor, Livonia

February 20, 2010
Annual Fundraiser,

Laurel Manor, Livonia

March 8, 2010
Board of Directors Meeting,

Multi-Lakes Conservation Club

March 25, 2010
Big Buck Night

Leo's Sports Bar, Novi

April 12, 2010
Board of Directors Meeting,

Multi-Lakes Conservation Club

May 10, 2010
Board of Directors Meeting,

Multi-Lakes Conservation Club

June 8, 2010
Board of Directors Meeting,

Multi-Lakes Conservation Club

UPCOMING
EVENTS

@
visit our website

www.scinovi.com

2010 Fundraiser
Auction Items

• 5 day South African safari for two
hunters with trophy fees for Blue
Wildebeest, Impala, Warthog,
Steenbuck or Duiker for each
hunter with Tracks in Africa

• Four tickets to a Detroit Wing
game during the 09/10 season,
dressing room visit, and a visit
with the head coach.

• A Wild Olive and Giraffe bone
handled skinning knife from
Mackrill Knives out of
South Africa

• 12 suite tickets to a Detroit Piston
game during the 09/10 season

• 5 day South African safari for two
hunters and two non-hunters
with $2000.00 credit toward
trophy fees

• A $1500.00 Gift Certificate for
taxidermy service with Hilde
Wildlife Studio

• 4 day 3 night South American
dove hunt for two hunters with
South American Wingshooting

• 7 day hunt in Quebec Canada for
Quebec Labrador Caribou with
Peter Palmer of Tunilik Adventures

• Stunning pieces of jewelry
from JewelCraft

• 5 day fishing/rafting trip for two
people on the Talachulitina River
in Southcentral Alaska with
Frontier Adventures

• 10 day float hunt for Brown Bear
in Alaska with Frontier Adventures

• A half day fishing charter
for Salmon out of Frankfort, MI
with Fish Hunter Charters

• 7 day South African safari for
one hunter and one non-hunter
with trophy fees for a Black,
White, and Common Springbuck
with African Field Sports

• A Safari Club International Life
Membership

• Safari Club International-Novi
Chapter Life Membership #2

• 1 day Coyote hunt with hounds
for two hunters and 2
non-hunters in Oakland,
Livingston, or Gennesse county

• 7 day Namibian Safari for one
hunter and one non-hunter with
a $1000 credit toward trophy fees
from Thormahlen and Cochran
Safaris

• 7 day South African safari for one
hunter and one non-hunter with
a $1000 credit towards trophy
fees with Thormahlen and
Cochran Safaris

• 3 day Southern Texas hunt for a
trophy Blackbuck Antelope with
Ryno Hunting Service

• 6 week old Pointing Lab puppies
from Centennial Kennels

• A “Skate with the Wings” experience
with the Detroit Red Wing Alumni
Association

• 2 day Kentucky fishing trip
for Striped Bass from Outdoor
Connection

• 2 day Wild Hog and Small Mouth
Bass trip in Oklahoma from
Outdoor Connection
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• A one week stay at a beautiful Michigan
cottage on the shores of Lake Huron for
up to six people from Miami Beach Resorts

• 4 tickets to watch the Detroit Tigers from
the Greektown Casino Comerica Park suite
including food and drinks from Greektown
Casino

• 1 night at a Greektown Casino Hotel Suite
for up to 4 people from Greektown Casino

• Lake St. Clair Waterfowl and Fishing trips
with Greenhead Guide Service

• 3 day trophy Elk hunt in Saskatchewan,
Canada with Silvertine Outfitters

• 3 day trophy Whitetail hunt in Saskatchewan,
Canada with Lockhorn Outfitters

• 5 day South African safari for two hunters
that include the trophy fees for a Gemsbok,
Blue Wildebeast, two Warthogs, and two
Impalas with African Game Hunters

• 4 day Pennsylvania Whitetail Deer hunt for a
management Whitetail Deer scoring up to
140” SCI with Horseshoe Hill Ranch

• $1000 credit on a 160” or better Whitetail,
or 340” or better Bull Elk in Pennsylvania
with Horseshoe Hill Ranch

• A half day Goose hunt for two hunters with
Dan Taylor of Hilde Hunting Services

• A gift certificate for enrollment in a two day
or four day firearm course from Front Sight
Firearms Training Institute

• 7 day South African hunt for two hunters
with Bobby Hansen Safaris

• A full day Salmon and Steelhead fishing trip
for up to 4 people out of Pentwater, MI
from Lil Red Charters

• 5 day South African safari including a $500
credit toward trophy fees with Matwetwe
Safaris

• Whitetail Deer hunt in Kansas with Hickory
Creek Outfitters

• 8 day Idaho Black Bear hunt for one hunter
with 4x4 Outfitters

• A 3 day, 2 night deluxe getaway package at
the beautiful Muy Grande Ranch and Resort
in Millersburg, MI

• A full size double rifle gun case from
Boyt Harness

• Local Waterfowl hunts and fishing trips with
Robert Stanley Guide Service

• Various prints and works of art from national
and local artists

• Hand Crafted South African jewelry from
Gold Schlager

• 7 day South African safari for one hunter and
one non-hunter which includes the trophy fees
for a Cape Kudu and a gift certificate for $1200.00
in taxidermy fees from Andrew Harvey Safaris

• A 3x9x40 AccuPoint rifle scope from Trijicon

• Two Classic Registrations to the 2011 SCI
Hunters Convention in Reno, NV

• Various Boyt Harness waterfowl and travel bags

• South African photo safaris with Zulu Nyala

Plus More to Come!!!!
A MORE DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE ABOVE

ITEMS WILL BE AVAILABLE THROUGH OUR WEBSITE
IN THE VERY NEAR FUTURE.
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AFRICAN GAME HUNTERS
By Jon B. Munger

African Game Hunters is a new donor to our chapter, and has
generously donated a 2 hunter South African Safari for the
upcoming 19th Annual fundraiser. On Jan. 17th, I attended a
“Meet and Greet” event with African Game Hunters, held at
the Hunts With Double Indoor shooting facility in Shelby
Township. The event was hosted by David Grieco, the US
representative for African Game Hunters. The host, AGH’s
owner, and a PH that were present all impressed me as
knowledgeable, young and enthusiastic hunters.

African Game Hunters operates from a nearly 5,000 acre
base camp in the Limpopo province of South Africa, with
access to over 80,000 additional acres in hunting
concessions throughout the country. They offer hunting for a
multitude of plains game species, as well as hunting for
members of the “Big 5”, including Buffalo, Leopard, Lion and

Elephant. Their trophy photos and video depicted some very
nice animals, including a truly spectacular Nyala that caught
my eye! AGH offers package hunts catering to both new and
experienced Africa hands, as well as daily rate and trophy fee
hunts for those wanting an a la carte experience.
Check out their website for more information:
www.africangamehunters.com.

The hunt they have donated for our fundraiser is for 2
hunters, and includes all daily rates for 5 days, plus trophy
fees for 1 Gemsbok, 1 Blue Wildebeest, 2 Warthogs and 2
Impala. Also included are all accommodations and meals, as
well as transportation from Johannesburg. The included
animals are to be shared between the two hunters. Method
of hunting is rifle, or bow with approval of the outfitter. It
looks like someone will be getting a great hunt with a great
new outfitter, so come on out and bid!

I just returned from the annual SCI Convention in Reno,
Nevada, which I attended with past Chapter President, Terry
Broemer. We also met up with Chapter member David Sturtz
while there, and spent some time touring the show with him.
As most of you know, the convention is enormous – 1,300
exhibitors, hundreds of thousands of square feet of displays,
and nearly 25,000 members in attendance. Meetings, semi-
nars, and lectures by dozens of presenters go on throughout
the 4 day event. It can be overwhelming. I’m like a kid let
loose in a candy store, running from one exhibitor to the
next. I can honestly say there are very few booths there that
don’t interest me in some way, be it hunts I’d like to take, new
guns or equipment that interest me, or just the fascinating
high-end firearms, artwork, jewelry, etc. As David Sturtz
described it, it can be “sensory overload”.

We did, however, go out to do some business for the chapter,
and we did well. As with many other chapters, we normally
go to Reno looking to firm up details of items donated for our

fundraiser, to “hustle up” some new donations, and just to
renew acquaintances and say thank you to our established
donors. We have several new donors this year that were lined
up in Reno, so look for them at our fundraiser in February.
One enthusiastic new donor was Kimihia Safaris from New
Zealand, who donated a 5 day hunt with credit towards tro-
phy fees, so thank you goes out to them.

We also go out for the educational aspects, as well. I attend-
ed a number of seminars to gain new ideas on organizing our
fundraiser, improving our newsletter, and on new develop-
ments in the World Hunting Awards program.

We did have some time in the evenings to enjoy some of the
restaurants and casino entertainment available (I didn’t say
the trip was ALL work). Reno is a wonderful town, and I enjoy
attending the annual convention. If you haven’t yet attend-
ed the event, circle the date on the calendar for next year and
check it out. You won’t be disappointed.

SCI’S 2010 Annual Hunters Convention
By Jon B. Munger
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Member Trophy Rooms:
Spotlight John and Sandy Searles
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I recently had the pleasure, along with 3 of the
Past Presidents of the Novi Chapter (Brent
Gibson, Bob Taylor and Terry Broemer) of being
invited to visit the home and trophy room of
John and Sandy Searles. As many of you who
read this newsletter know, John is a long-time
member of the Novi Chapter and an avid
hunter, as well as a regular contributor of
hunting articles in this publication. The pho-
tos that follow will not do justice to the spec-
tacular collections of animals in the Searles’
“memory room,” but they will give you a taste
of what John and Sandy have accomplished.

John started hunting at a young age, and took
his first out-of-state big game hunt in 1961. In
the nearly 50 years since then, he has been on
over 100 non-resident/ international hunts,
including 24 African safaris. Sandy has accom-
panied John on many of these hunts, and is an
accomplished huntress in her own right. John
has so far taken over 135 species of game, all
with handloaded ammo, and he says he isn’t
done yet! For those who follow SCI’s World
Hunting Awards program, John has achieved
the following major awards:

Grand Slams:
African Big 5
Dangerous Game of Africa
African 29
Cats of the World
North American Elk
North American Deer
White-tailed Deer of the World
Moose of the World

Inner Circles (Diamond level)
Hunting Achievement Award
Pygmy Antelopes
Predators of the World
Antlered Game of the Americas
Trophy Animals of North America

Inner Circles (Gold level)
Trophy Animals of Africa
Gazelles of the World
Spiral Horned Antelope of Africa
Ring Horned Antelope of Africa
Wild Pigs and Peccaries of the World

John has also achieved the
Pinnacle of Achievement
(Fourth Pinnacle); the Zenith Award,
and the Crowning
Achievement Award.
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Terry Broemer

SCI, Novi Member Trophy Gallery is an opportunity to let all of our members know
how you did on that latest hunt or fishing trip. If you have a photo you’d like to

publish, please submit it by email to jmunger@jonmungerpllc.com, or by
regular mail to: Jon Munger, 7152 Gateway Park Drive, Clarkston, MI 48346.

Please include a few words describing the contents of the picture.

Buffalo Creek Ranch

Brent Gibson and Terry Broemer

SCI, Novi Member
Trophy Gallery
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While attending the SCI Lakeshore Sportsmen Chapter
banquet last winter, I was intrigued by one of the auction
items, a Massachusetts Duck Hunt for Sea Ducks. When I
inquired to John Hughes, a past President of their chapter
about the hunt, he gave it an enthusiastic endorsement and
not to my surprise had been on
the hunt. The night went on,
there was beer involved and I
ended up with a Sea Duck Hunt
for six.

Over the course of the summer
the group formed for the trip.
Our group consisted of Novi
Chapter past President Brent
Gibson, chapter member John
Thompson, Jeff Bryson, Dave
Fisher of Muskegon and me. I
contacted Captain Reilly McCue
several times over the summer.
Dates were discussed and by
late fall we had decided on
three days in December, the
14th thru 16th. John Thompson
influenced the date selection as
there was a Boston Bruins
game on the 14th. The biggest
logistical challenge was getting
five guys and all of their gear in
a vehicle with some level of
comfort. It can’t be done. We
settled on renting a Chevy
Suburban for a week, but as
luck would have it, it was not at the unnamed rental car
company when we arrived to pick it up. After much
scrambling around, National Rental Car came through with a
Ford Excursion that was actually $100 cheaper on a weekly
rate. We loaded up on Sunday morning with trip tick and GPS
targeted for Massachusetts. WE encountered bad weather in
Pennsylvania and were literally stopped on the freeway for
several hours. We got to our home away from home, Stripers
Inn in Newburyport, MA about midnight. Not good when
you have to meet the guide at 4:00 AM.

It was great to finally meet Reilly after so many conversations
with him. You know how you picture someone in your mind
and then you meet them and they look entirely different.
This was the case. Reilly is like a cross between the Duck
Commander and Bob Marley. We loaded up with coffee,

headed to the boat dock and as
Thompson would say it was
“game on.” Reilly has a great
boat, a 21 foot Duck Water Boat. It
was very well organized with
every kind of decoy that you may
need for a man in the business of
being an eastern shore duck
guide. The trip wasn’t long to our
hunting grounds but it was very
exciting for a bunch of
Midwestern Land Lubbers. Our
quarry was to be Common Eider
and anything else that may come
in. Reilly skillfully set the decoys
in the dark. We were getting dive
bombed by Eiders as he finished
the set. Once they were set and
the anchor placed all hell broke
loose. There was great action all
morning with several fully
plumed drake and hen eiders
hitting the water. Inevitably Reilly
would have to shout “shoot ‘em
again” several times to finally kill
them. They were very hardy birds
indeed. Most were shooting
3-1/2” BB out of Beretta Xtremas

and Benellis. Fisher was shooting a 10 Gauge Browning. With
the exception of Jeff getting sea sick, it was a great morning
shoot. I was luck enough to kill a nice mature drake red
breasted merganser in addition to the eiders.

The afternoon consisted of cleaning the birds that we did not
want to mount, finding a sea food spot that served local beer
for lunch and not sleeping. By late afternoon we were off to
the hockey game and the “new” Boston Garden. A great time

Massachusetts Duck Hunt
By Terry Broemer
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was had by all. There were several courses of
the “Good Ole Hockey Game” on the way
home. Bruins lost in overtime the Flyers. It
was home at midnight and you guessed it, up
at 4:00 AM to meet Reilly.

The second day we were after Black Scoter as
our main target. We had about a 45 minute
run out into the Atlantic and hunted off of the
Parker River National Wildlife Refuge. It was a
great shoot. We shot Black Scoter, White
Winged Scoter and several Long Tail or Old
Squaw. Reilly gave us a great deal of informa-
tion about each species such as where they
hatched their young and where they would
ultimately winter. The respect that he had for
our game was obvious. The ocean was very
calm this day, the calmest that Reilly can recall
in the month of December. He took us the
long way back to port through some of the
tidal marshes. After photos and duck cleaning
it was back to Stripers Inn for lunch and
getting ready for a lobster dinner.

Our last day of shooting did not come off as
planned. We put in at a different location
with the intent of shooting more eiders. The
ocean was not cooperative and the winds
were very strong out of the northeast
preventing us from getting out to the bid
water. Reilly’s back up plan was to set up in
the tidal marshes with the hunters on land, a
few decoys out and shooting puddle ducks.
We had great shooting in the late morning,
taking mallards and buffleheads. It was a
great ending to a wonderful trip. We would
all recommend this trip highly. In addition to
sea duck hunting, Reilly also guides for puddle
ducks on Lake Champlain, Turkey in
Massachusetts, moose in New Hampshire and
Vermont and striped bass and ocean fish
during the summer. Check out his website at
www.rpmoutdoors.com or contact him at
802-233-6621.
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Thank You to these Sponsors

14
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Please Support our Generous Sponsors

Daniel Allor

15

The articles in this newsletter are contributed by our members and reflect their views and opinions only.
They do not necessarily reflect the views of SCI, nor should they be construed as an endorsement by SCI or SCI, Novi.
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